Kidd: Specimen of a "Miner's Egg"
The following general conclusions can be drawn from a consideration of the above facts. They may be summarized as follows:
(1) The first point worthy of note is the wide range of variations that occur in the development of the accessory sexual glands in different members of the animal kingdom.
(2) There would appear to be considerable overlapping of function, especially between the prostate and the vesicles and between the vesicles and the ampulla of the vas. This is suggested not only by their similarity in structure -in.many animals, but by the broad rule that where the prostate is highly developed the vesicles are often insignificant and vice versa. This observation was originally made by so great an authority as John Hunter.
(3) That Cowper's glands, although of little importance in man, would appear to discharge an important function in many animals, especially in the pig family.
(4) That the bulb rather than the vesicles must be regarded as the receptaculum seminis in which the secretions of the testis, prostate and vesicles are collected during coitus and from which they are ejaculated at the end of the act.
Specimen of a "Miner's Egg." Shown by FRANK KIDD, M.Ch.
THIS specimen was presented to me by a patient, who obtained it from a medical friend in Chile.
It consists of a central core, a nugget of pure silver, surrounded by a shell of tallow. It measures 4 in. by 21 in. by 21 in. and is marked on the outside by mouldings of the rectal mucous membrane. The miners in Chile spend their time devising means whereby they may smuggle silver ore out of the mines. Needless to say they are searched as they come out of the mines, so ,that it is impossible for them to secrete silver in their clothes. They therefore steal the tallow candles provided by the management for lighting during their toils, surround nuggets worth stealing with melted tallow and insert the " eggs " so formed up their rectums. After they have emerged from the mines and reached their homes they proceed to lay eggs, with considerable profit to themselves. The occupation is not however free from hazard. When gazing on this large specimen it is hard to believe that any human being co'uld have thrust it through his own sphincter muscle, yet the feat was actually performed. The man walked out of the mine undetected with his ill-gotten gains inside him. When he came to try and " lay his egg" he found he was quite unable to do so, and suffered not only from intestinal obstruction but from retention of urine, the occurrence of which is my excuse for presenting the specimen before this Section. He therefore betook himself to the hospital, where a kindly surgeon relieved him of his egg by open incision. He was not allowed to retain his trophy, which now rests in the museum of the Royal College of Surgeons. There is, I understand, a similar specimen in the museum of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, which perhaps Mr. Girling Ball can describe to us. Mr. GIRLING BALL described the specimen at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, stating that it had a piece of string attached to it. The miner forgot about the string, which he left hanging out of the rectum. A watchful manager noted this curious phenomenon, pulled on the string and delivered the egg intact, to the great chagrin of the " hen." FJune 29, 1922. 
